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Abstract: The Indian Himalayan Region one of the mega biodiversity hotspot is recognized among the best habitat
for various medicinal plants. Himachal Pradesh, situated in North-West Himalaya has a suitable habitat which is rich
in medicinal plant diversity. Present survey on medicinal flora was done in Janjehli, Rohanda and adjoining areas of

Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh.

INTRODUCTION

The Indian Himalayan Region extending from
Jammu and Kashmir in the North-West to the
Arunachal Pradesh in the East covers approximately
4, 19,873 km? area (Rodger and Panwar, 1988). This
has been identified as one of the mega biodiversity
hotspots and supports 18,440 species of plants (Singh
and Hajra, 1996; Samant et al., 1998) including 1748
medicinal plants (Samant et al., 1998), 675 wild edibles
(Samant and Dhar, 1997), 279 fodder species (Samant
et al., 1998), 155 sacred plants (Samant and Pant, 2003)
and 118 essential oil plants with medicinal values
(Samant and Palni, 2000).

The forests of Himachal Pradesh are the
repositories of a large number of medicinal and
aromatic plants due to the varied climatic
conditions ranging from tropical, subtropical,
temperate and arctic and provide raw materials for
various kinds of drugs and formulations. The
knowledge of medicinal plants has mainly been
gathered by the people in the form of traditions
and experiences and inherited over the centuries
to the future generations. It is extremely important
to save this traditional knowledge of biological
heritage and explore new resources. Since the
interest on medicinal plants is increasing
tremendously, the present study was conducted in
Janjehli, Rohanda and adjoining areas of Himachal
Pradesh It is situated in the N-W Himalaya at an
altitude of 1500 to 2400 meters in the subtropical
and temperate regions. These areas are least
explored and have rich biodiversity still in the

natural form. The climatic conditions of these areas
support the survival of flora and its magnificent
nature. The review of literature showed that the
studies on medicinal and aromatic plants are very
few in general and such type of studies are not
available for the study area. Therefore, present
study focussed to the medicinal plant diversity of
the study area.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Study Area

Himachal Pradesh is situated in the north of
India. It lies between 30°22°44” to 33°12°40”’N
latitude and 75°45°55"" to 79°04°20"'E longitude. Its
altitude from sea level ranges from 350 to 6975 m
(Dhiman, 1976). As far as Mandi district of Himachal
Pradesh is concerned, it is situated between 30°14°,
32°14°N latitude and 76°38’, 77°19’E longitude. It
covers an area of 3950 km? and is bounded in the
North by Kangra district, in the East by Kullu
district, in the South by Shimla and Solan districts
and in the West by Bilaspur and Hamirpur districts.
An extensive field survey of entire area starting
from lower elevation at, Chail-Chowk (1800 m),
Kharsi (1800), Kanda (2000 m) and up to higher
elevation at, Bagsaid (2050 m), Thunag (2100 m)
and Jenjehli (2000 m), on one tract and Jai Devi
(1350 m), Ghiri (1750 m), Rohangalu (1900 m) at lower
altitudes and Rohanda (2200 m), Chowki (2350 m),
and Pandar (2300 m) at higher altitudes, was carried
out on the other tract.
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Map. 1. Mandi District Showing study area.







